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Portrait of Otley. 


This celebrated bull formed a part 
of the importation of the late Messrs. 
Smith and Dunn, of Fayette county Ky. 


‘being at that time a calf at the side of 


his dam, the noted cow Mary Ann (who, 
with her calf, Modesty, at her foot, 
brought, at public sale, $2,150.; 
Messrs. Jos. Wasson, N. B. Shrop- 
shire, and Jos. Hearne, of Bourbon co. 
his present owners, purchased Otley of 
his importers, they reserving the right 
of occasionally breeding to him. He is 
a splendid animal, and a good and sure 
breeder. His owners state that “ Otley 
has been exhibited at different fairs, 
against some of the best bulls in 
Kentucky, and against | the crack bull 


of the Ohio company’s importation,: 


‘ Comet Halley,’ who made his. sea- 
sons at $100, and sold for $2,500, and 
he, Otley, has never failed to bear off 
the prize over all competitor.” 

Such is Otley’s charaeter. His form 
and appearance bear it out. 

He is a dark, rich roan; was got by 
Mr. Fawkes’ noted bull, Ndrfolk, (2377) 
dam, Mary Ann, imported, (see 3d vol. 


English Herd Book, page 494,) by Mid- 


dleboro’, (1234,) g. d. Prudence by Ed 
ward, (1002,) g. g. d. Modesty by Pre- 
sident, (517,) g.g. g.d. by George, (274) 
g. g. g. g. d. by a son of Patriot. 

The references to the Herd Book are 
so complete, that it is unnecessary for 
us to carry out his, pedigree. 

We recently purchased a bulf calf, by 
Otley, out of Mr. Wasson’s celebrated 
cow Anna Fisk, that we think very fine 
indeed—so much so, that we would 
advise breeders who have cows whose 
breeding qualities are at all likely to 
equal those of Anna, to grve Otley a 
trial, and think they may rest assured 
he will give them something prime. 

Vor. IIf.—3 








The Cincinnati Independent Shooting 
Club. 


The Queen City has, for many years, num- 
bered one or more sporting clubs. ‘The only 
one we know of, that is, at this time, in full 
force and well sustained, is the one named 
above, and of which we obtained the honor of 
being enrolled a member, the other day. 

This club was founded on Nov. 5, 1834, and 
numbers twenty-three members; good fellows 
and keen sportsmen, all. 

How different the character, feelings, and 
practice of your genuine sportsman, from those 
of a mere pot-hunter, whose whole aim is to 
get as much as possible, no matter by what 
means, so that he gets it! He steals along 
behind the fence, and fires at the covey on the 
ground, slapping the contents of his second 
barrel amongst the birds as they rise, wound- 
ing more than he kills. He shoots the rabbit 
(hare ?) on her form ; picks up a stray chicken 
or duck, without hesitation ; and even a pig or 
a lamb stands a pretty good chance of finding 
its way into his capacious bag! The aim of 
your true sportsman, on the other hand, is 
amusement and health; relaxation from the 
toil of business, and gratification of a taste that 
is inherent in all mankind—the pursuit of wild 
animals, and in the indulgence of which he 
seeks to give his game a chance for its life, 
and to avoid wounding or putting any to need- 
less pain. 

“This natural taste,” says a recent writer 
on the subject, “is never more strikingly dis- 
played than in the high spirits and unbound- 
ed joy evinced by the denizens of crowded 
cities, when they escape from the turmoil of 
their confused habitations, to spend however 
brief an interval, amid those exhilarating scenes, 
Their usual trammels for a while thrown off, 
the cares and anxieties of life forgotten, and 
clashing interests disregarded ; their spirits be- 
come buoyant, their strength is renewed, and 
they return to their several occupations better 
men.” 

But we cannot dwell longer upon this, to us, 
favorite topic, than to say how well it was all 
exemplified on Tuesday evening, (Oct. 26th ;) 
when the different members of the club set out 
to enjoy their regular fall hunt. Unfortunately 
for us, we had a large lot of stock to prepare 
for immediate shipment, and were most un- 
willingly compelled to forego the pleasure of 
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being one of the party. During the jovial 
feast, on the spoils of the hunt, that followed 
on Saturday evening, we got a full history 
of all the days’ sport; and had all the covers 
beat o’er again. A sketch of the particulars of 
the hunt will interest all readers, 

The gentlemen formed themselves into seve- 
ral parties, each taking a different route, and 
meeting with varied success—some of the best 
shots, from untoward circumstances, giving a 
rather poor account of themselves, 

Messrs. J. Williams King, and Jno. Winter, 
set out in a buggy for the Big Ponds, above} 
Sharon, with the intention of making a day 
amongst the Woodcock, Snipe and Duck ; and 
having with them Mr, K.’s fine young dog, 
Rake, jr. and Mr, W.’s old Milo, one of the most 
noted, staunch and well broke animals in the 
West. We regret that the crowded state of 
tbis number will prevent our following each 
party through their days’ sport. The result 
must suffice. 

Mr. King made the best day’s sport end was 
accordingly declared Captain for the coming 
year. He counted twenty snipe, one wood- 
cock, three quails, one rabbit, and two martin. 
His comrade brought in six snipe, three ducks, 
four martin, and one rabbit. 

Old Milo excelled himself, giving some of 
the most astonishing evidences of his sagacity 
and training. 

A pretty jovial company, composed of Messrs, 
Conover, Beard, Roll, Dr. Talliaferro, and Jas. 
Southgate, (the latter merely as a looker-on,) 
took steamer to Hayfield Farm, 12 miles above, 
on the Kentueky side, where they had fair 
sport, and most excellent quarters—for which 
last they were indebted to the genuine Kentuck 
hospitality of Major Lewis Helm. They had 
with them Pluto and Sancho, and several young 
enes. During their day and a half’s hunt 
they killed seventy-five quails, ten rabbits, and 
two woodcock.— Major Conover ranking next 
in count to Mr. King. | 

Mr. M. N. McLean, and Drs. Shotwell and 
Vattier, selected the Shaker Ponds above Pal- 
myra as their ground; taking with them four 
choice dogs. They unfortunately occupied 
great part of the day in unsuccessful search 
after woodcock, and after all had to turn in 
upon the quail. 

The other parties.met with varied success in 
the way of game; though all boast of a glorious 
day’s enjoyment. 

On Saturday evening the members of the 
club and their invited guests, numbering in all 
some six-and-thirty, sat down to a well pre- 
pared game supper at Mr, Ringold’s ; forming 
as gentlemanly and jovial a party as we ever 
had the good luck to spend a social evening 
with. The Vice President, Dr. Vattier, eccu- 
pied the chair.—J. W. King, the successful 
shot of the hunt, croupier. 
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The joke, the laugh, and the song went! 


round; the health of the absent friend was 
drank—but in such moderation, as far as the 
wine was concerned, as none but the most 
ultra total abstinence men could object to join 
in. 

Major Conover, in a few short remarks, pro- 
posed the health of one to whose gentlemanly 
hospitality almost every member of the club 
had, at one time or other, been indebted ;—un- 
der whose friendly and social roof a party of 
five, (of which he was one,) had recently quar- 
tered themselves for several days, meeting with 
the most kind and friendly attention—and for 
which no return would he listen to, but a re- 
turn of the visit! Major Lewis Helm, of 
Hayfield. 

Mr. Wright proposed the health of their ab- 
sent friend and fellow sportsman—their talent- 
ed fellow townsman, Hiram Powers, now in 
Europe, winning laurels in his profession. No 
one enjoyed themselves more in the field, nor 
at the social board, than he. 

But we must refrain—one more toast, only, 
have we room for.— 

The memory of the snipe that dropped in 
the fence corner, and sung out, like Davy 
Crockett’s ’coon, “I gie in!” Drank, with 
shouts of laughter. 

Dr. Vattier explained, to the uninitiated, 
that, at their last hunt, two members of the 
club sprung a snipe three times, giving it him 
right and left, each time, and scaring him 
amazingly! Another of the party, who was 
within sight of the sport, and thinking the 
combatants certainly required assistance, came 
down.—So soon as the snipe observed him 
coming, he saw it was of no use struggling, 
and dropping in the fence corner gave up the 
ghost! 

Some of our ultra-utilitarian readers may be 
inclined to grudge us this much space for the 
indulgence of a piece of fun now and then ;— 
but we mean to do so, so there’s an end on’t. 





Agricultural Notice. 


Atarecent meeting of the Agricultural 
Society for Gallia county, the gentle 
men named below were appointed a 
committee to solicit membership, and 
the collection of the annual payment of 
one dollar from each member, to defray 
the necessary and contingent expenses 
of the exhibition of the agricultural pro- 
ducts for the current year, in October 
next. The members of the committee 
will please enter upon the duties of their 
appointment immediately, and report to 
the president the amount of cash re- 
ceived, by the tenth of October, as it is 
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certain, if subscriptions. cannot be col- 
lected, there will be no fair or exhibition. 
If the necessary funds can be raised, 
notice will be given on that day when 
the fair will take place. 

Names of committee to solicit mem- 
bership and collect subscriptions : 


J. J. Coombs, J. Blazer, W. N. Cubbage, 
John White, W. G. Sisson, C. Shepard, W. 
Nash, J. H. Guthrie, A. 8. Guthrie, A. Brad- 
bury, W. P. Chick, W. H. Langley, D. Rip- 
ley, 8. Cole, jr., A. Logue, T. Guthrie, Isaac 
Carter, J. Bradbury, T. Hanger, Reuben Allen, 
D. Lasley, J. Cating, A. T. Blake, Samuel 
R. Rathburn, Cyrus D. Green, Jehu McDaniel, 
Charles L. V. Soon Leonard Titus, J. W. 
Devacht, jr. W. Nasa, Sec. 





The Breeders of the Berkshires. 


The improvement that is taking place 
in the breed of hogs, through the whole 
of the Western states, is a subject of 
the greatest possible importance to the 
whole country. It has greater claims 
to attention than at first strikes the mind, 
and is, and has been, in many instances, 
the groundwork of an altogether better 
system of things. In most cases, the 
man who gets a pair of Berkshire pigs, 
places a different value upon them, and 
makes a distinction between them and 
his stock hogs. Good pens are made 
or lots prepared for them, and the bene- 
ficial effects of this alone, instantly be- 
comeapparent. ‘This naturally suggests 
the idea, that the same or similar treat- 
ment to his other stock, will produce 





> WL 


— == 








LF 


- 


like effects ;.and the next step is to put 
all the fences in order, that the stock 
hogs may have some of the attention of 
their owner. ‘The boars and sows get 
properly separated, and a due regard 
is paid to proper crossing. 

In no part of the country has this 
been more fully carried out, than in 
some portion of Hamilton, Warren and 
Butler counties, especially in the neigh- 
borhood of Lebanon, which may em- 
phatically be termed a Berkshire dis- 
trict; where, besides breeding thorough 
bred animals for sale, the stock hogs of 
the whole neighborhood, are half and 
three-quarter bred Berkshires—and are, 
of themselves, a sight worth all the 
trouble and expense necessarily incur- 
red in the journey. 

To enumerate the whole of the breed- 
ers in that region is impossible at this 
time——though the names of some of the 
principal ones, with portraits of some 
of their finest animals, may be a useful 
guide to purchasers. We shall begin, 
then, with Mr. E. R. Glenn, of Spring- 
field, two miles west of Sharon, as an 
especial illustration of the above obser- 
vations, who, from commencing with 
Berkshires, has now gone also into: the 
rearing of Durhams, and who is not 
content with having good hogs and 
cattle, but has sufficient emulation to 
endeavor to have, at all events, some of 
the best,—this was demonstrated at the 
late Hamilton county Fair—where a pre- 
mium was awarded to his splendid boar, 


YOUNG SAMPSON, 
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As the best boar from one to two 
years old. He was pigged May 8th, 
1840; sired by Big Sampson, d. A. 
Tichenor’s Bet,—and when his por- 
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trait was taken weighed 465 lbs. He 
has also several very fine sows, among 
which Delilah is his favorite. 
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DELILAH. 


His next neighbor, Garret William- 
son, is none behind, a laudable spirit of 
rivalry operating in the right manner, 
places him, as a breeder, in an equally 
strong light; at the same fair a premium 
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| was awarded to his “* Perfection,”’ as the 
bestsow pig under six months. Garret 


Williamson has a large stock of Berk- 
shires, and is owner of a good boar, 








BLACK PRINCE. 


Those pleased with the prickeared|| that this boar would make a fine cross 


hog, have it here beautifully developed. 


where the earof the sow was rather too 


And we have no hesitation in saying ! pendulous. 
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LADY SAMPSON. 
Are each of them specimens of | cannot but be well worthy the 


Williamson’s breeding sows, and their||attention of purchasers, 
Vor. III.—3* 
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Getting further up the county, andin||Tichenor, has as fine a boar as any 


the neighborhood of Lebanon, as before||man can want. 


stated, it is all Berkshire. Mr. Aaron 











His sow, CLEOPATRA, 


Is also fine; and he has several very 
superior gelts. 

Mr. Munson Beach, of Lebanon, is 
well known (with Mr. J. Read,) as the 
owner of Reading and Young Maxima, 
whose portraits appeared in our second 
volume. He has also a very fine im- 
ported sow, ‘* Madam Trollope,” and 
several others, the names and pedigrees 
of which, I did not get. Mr. Beach) 
has recently received an addition of 
twelve fine pigs from John Lossing, of 
Albany 











Still further up, we arrived at the 
residence of our friend, Abraham Cook, 
of Warren county, upon whose farm 
the splendid half and three-quarter bred 
stock hogs are a sight worth atten- 
tion. ‘The raisers of stock hogs need 
only pay Cook a visit to see what can 
be done in a short time by their provi- 
ding themselves with a first-rate Berk- 
shire boar. ‘The first cost of such an 
animal, is a matter of no consideration, 
when compared with the results. Mr. 
Cook is justly proud of his 
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KING GEORGE. 


Dam Amy; a thorough bred sow bought | 


of Beach, sired by young Carlos, he’ 


by Hutchin’s old Carlos, out of Henry| ‘and a fine lot of stock hogs. 


Steddom’s Old Bett. 
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John Brown, theimmediate neighbor 
‘of Cook, has also some choice animals, 
His sow, 
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CHARLOTTE, 


Is very fine. He has also some su- 
perior sow shotes, and as fine a young 
boar as can well be bred, and weighed 
in my presence 106 lbs., at three months 
and 13 days old. 

Mr. W. Hagerman has also a very 
superior boar, a son, we believe, of im- 
ported Newbury, of which he is justly 
proud. Like his sire, he shows a little 
more white than is generally wished on 





the Berkshire, with fancy breeders—for 
ourselves, we do not object to it, nor 
‘would any unprejudiced person after 
seeing Newbury himself. His color 
\becomes altogether a matter of second- 
ary consideration, when every thing in 
the animal in point of form is without 
exception. Mr. Hagerman calls his 
boar Waterloo. 
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WATERLOO. 
I might go on enumerating and de- Spray, James Spray, Jacob Smith, John 


scribing the stock of this district to any 
length, but shall be content with men- 
tioning the names of John Spray, Jesse) 


Steddom, Samuel Steddom, Henry Sted- 
\dom, &c., and giving the portrait of 
Henry Steddom’s Old Bett. 





OLD BETT. 


‘‘ Though last, not least, in our es- 
teem,”’ she is a most splendid old sow, 
and the origin of a good deal of the 
stock of this neighborhood. She was 
bred. by C. N. Bement, of Albany, 
N. Y.; got by the imported boar Tel- 
hurst out of the original stock imported 
by Mr. Siday Hawes. She was select. 
ed and brought to the West by Isaac) 
Hutchins for Miles Beach, of whom, I 
believe, Henry Steddom purchased her. 
There are other portions of these coun-' 
ties where the Berkshires are spreading, | 








and wnere the farmers are breeding them 
with equal zeal, and with a view to the 
greatest possible improvement in the ani- 
mal, and which atan early period we will 
place before the attention of our friends, 
feeling that we are doing an essential ser- 
vice to both the breeders and purchasers 
of Berkshires, in thus bringing before 
their notice, so complete a mart for the 
supply necessarily required to fill the de- 
mand that is daily increasing through 
the southern and western states of the 
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An Essay onthe importance of Lime in 
Soils.—No. 2. 


BY DARIUS LAPHAM, CIVIL ENGINEER. 


Having, in the former number, attempted to 
show that lime is an essential constituent in all 
soils devoted to the cultivation of such plants as 
are used by man and beasts for food, in conse- 
quence of its entering into the composition of 
such plants, and that all soils destitute of cal- 
careous matter are comparatively barren and 
unproductive ;—I shall, in the present number, 
offer some further reasons to establish the fact 
of the importance of lime in improving the 
fertility of soils, based upon its chemical and 
mechanical effects when present in the soil. 

Every soil capable of producing plants, con- 
tains organic substances, either of vegetable or 
animal origin, or both—but chiefly of vegetable 
origin. No soil wholly destitute of organic 
matter can support living vegetation.” It is, 
therefore, evident that the presence of organic 
matter in the soil is essential to the production 
of vegetation. And it is also shown by every 
day experience, that the constant growth of 
plants, without the addition of organic matter, 
by the application of manure, or other means, 
will sooner or later completely exhaust the soil 
of its power of sustaining vegetation ; and that 
by the addition of organic substances to the 
soil, this power is again restored, provided all 
other essential ingredients be present. 

Until very recently, the nature and properties 
of the organic substances contained in soils, had 
received but little attention from those engaged 
in the investigations of agricultural chemistry. 
Within the last few years, however, the atten- 
tion of scientific chemists has been especially 
directed to the examination of the organic sub- 
stances found in soils, and to the peculiar states 
in which they should exist in the soil, in order 
that they may be appropriated by the living 
plant, to the production of a new vegetable 
organization. 

All organic matters, and especially vegetable 
substances, when deprived of vitality, and ex- 
posed to the action of air and moisture, under- 
go various chemical changes, and they are ulti- 
mately converted into a brownish or black mass, 
that has been honored with a great variety of 
names, but which chemists have now pretty 
generally agreed to distinguish by the name of 
humus. 

Klaproth first discovered this substance in 
the gum of an elin, and thence gave it the 
name of ulmin. Berzelius found the same sub- 
stance in all barks. Braconnet found it in saw- 
dust, starch and sugar; and Sprengel and M. 
Pollydore Boullay found it contained in all soils 
and manures, and thence called it humus, from 


* The few cases in which plants have been forced to 
vegetate in charcoal, are not considered exceptions to 
this remark, as they require to be watered abundantly 
with rain-water, which contains organic matter. 
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soil. Berzelius, the celebrated Swedish che- 
mist, continuing his researches upon this sub- 
stance, considered it identical with apotheme, 
and abandoned all the previous names it had 
received, and called it geine, (from earth,) or 
extract of mould. The insoluble portion of 
geine he called carbonaceous humus. In 
1832 Berzelius discovered in the waters of 
Porla spring in Sweden two peculiar acids, 
which he named crenic acid, from the Greek, 
krene a fountain, and apocrenic acid, meaning 
from the crenic ; and upon further examination 
he discovered that the substance which had re- 
ceived the names of ulmin, humus, geine, 
apotheme, extract, &c., was identical with the 
crenic and apocrenic acids found in the water 
of Porla spring; so that all the former names 
may be discarded, retaining only, for the sub- 
stance formed by the combination of crenic and 
apocrenic acids and by the decomposition of 
organic substances, the generic name of humus. 
Professor Hitchcock and Dr. Dana prefer to re- 
tain Berzelius’ name of geine. Prof. Leibig 
and others adopt the name of humus. 

Considerable discussion is still going on, 
among scientific men, relative to the nature and 
properties of humus. It is not surprising, that 
men should differ in opinion about a substance, 
which, from its origin, must necessarily assume, 
during the various stages of its formation, differ- 
ent forms and appearances, as well as different 
properties ; or that it should have received such 
a variety of names, from as many different ex- 
perimenters, who were probably describing the 
same substance under different forms. 

Hitherto, the organic matters contained in the 
soil, has been considered by writers on agricul- 
tural chemistry, as the source whence plants 
chiefly derived their food. In a recent publi- 
cation on organic chemistry, Prof. Leibig has 
controverted this opinion. But his conciusions 
being contrary to the experience of practical 
agriculturists in all ages, it is difficult for us 
to yield our credence to his reasoning. 

Dr. Samuel L. Dana, of Lowell, Mass., whose 
original and ingenious investigations on this 
substance, has produced a new era in the sci- 
ence of agricultural chemistry, defines “ geine” 
to be “all the decomposed organic matter of 
the soil.” It results chiefly from vegetable de- 
composition ; animal substances produce a simi- 
lar compound, containing azote. Geine exists 
in two states—soluble and insoluble ; soluble 
both in water and in alkali, in alcohol and in 
acids ; soluble geine is the food of plants. In- 
soluble geine becomes food by air and moisture. 
Air converts soluble geine into solid geine, 
which is still partially soluble in water, wholly 
soluble in alkali. Insoluble geine is the result 
of the decomposition of solid geine ; but this 
insoluble geine, by the long continued action of 
air and moisture, is again so altered as to be- 
come soluble. It is speedily converted, by the 
action of lime, into soluble geine. Soluble 
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geime acts neither as an acid nor alkali. Jt i* 
converted into a substance having actd prop- 
erties by the action of alkali, and in this state 
combines with earths, alkalies, and oxydes, form- 
ing neutral salts, which may be termed geates. 
These are all more soluble in water than solid 
geine ; especially when they are first formed. 
Their solubility in cold water is as follows: 
beginning with the easiest, magnesia—lime— 
manganese—-per-oxyde of iron—-alumina—bary- 
ta. The geates of the alkaline earths are de- 
composed by carbonated alkali. The geates of 
alumnia and of metallic oxydes, are soluble in 
caustic or carbonated alkali without decomposi- 
tion. The geates of the alkaline earths by the ac- 
tion of the carbonic acid of the air, become super- 
geates, always more soluble than neutral salts. 
By the action of growing plants upon silicates 
contained in the soil, the potash and other 
bases are set free, and combining with geine, 
renders it soluble and fit for the food of plants. 
Air and moisture, are, however, considered by 
Dr. Dana, as the principal solvents of geine, 
which will finally be wholly dissipated in air, 
leaving only the inorganic bases of the plants 


with which it was once combined. The action 


of the oxygen of the air upon geine produces 
volumes of carbonic acid; and likewise the 
oxygen of the air unites with the hydrogen of the 
geine and forms water, which in its turn again 
dissolves more geine. 

Dr. Dana is of opinion that geine is a definite 
proximate principle, whose separate, indepen- 
dent existence, whose properties, combinations, 
and uses, are as well established as any facts 
in chemistry ; and he believes that geine existed 
before organic matter; that it was an original 
formation, dating its birth from the dawning of 
time, when oxygen, and hydrogen, and carbon 
were created. 

Professor Leibig in his recent work on Or- 
ganic Chemistry, defines humus to be “ woody 
fibre in a state of decay,” and says: The opin- 
ion that the substance called humus is extract- 
ed from the soil by the roots of plants, and that 
the carbon entering into its composition, serves, 
in some form or other, to nourish their tissues, 
is so general, and so firmly established, that 
hitherto any new argument in its favor has 
been considered unnecessary; the obvious dif- 
ference in the growth of plants, according to the 
known abundance or scarcity of humus in the 
soil, seemed to afford incontestible proof of its 
correctness. Yet this position, when submitted 
to strict examination, is found to be untenable, 
and it becomes evident from most conclusive 
proofs that humus in the form in which it ex- 
ists in the soil does not yield the smallest nour- 
ishment to plants. (Leibig’s Organic Chem., 
p. 61.) On page 69, Leibig states that “it is 
universally admitted that humus arises from the 
decay of plants. No primitive humus, there- 
fore, can have existed, for plants must have 


preceded humus.” 
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The following is Leibig’s view of the action 
of humus in the nutrition of plants. Humus 
acts in the same manner in a soil permeable to 
air, as in the air itself; it is a continued source 
of carbonic acid, which it emits very slowly. 
An atmosphere of carbonic acid, formed at the 
expense of the oxygen of the air, surrounds 
every particle of decaying humus. The culti- 
vation of land, by tilling and loosening the soil, 
causes a free and unobstructed access of air. 
An atmosphere of carbonic acid is therefore 
contained in every fertile soil, and is the first 
and most important food for the young plants 
which grow in it. The roots perform the func- 
tions of the leaves from the first moment of 
their formation ; they extract from the soil their 
proper nutriment, namely, the carbonic acid 
generated by the humus. 

When kept in a dry place, humus may be 
preserved for centuries, but when moistened 
with water, it converts the surrounding oxygen 
into carbonic acid. As soon as the action of 
the air ceases, that is, as soon as it is deprived 
of oxygen, the humus suffers no further change. 
Its decay proceeds only when plants grow in 
the soil containing it; for they absorb by their 
roots the carbonic acid as it is formed ‘The 
soil receives again from living plants the car- 
bonaceous matter it thus loses. So that the 
proportion of humus in it does not decrease. 
(Leibig p. 170.) 

It is the greatest possible mistake to suppose 
that the temporary diminution of fertility in a 
soil is owing to the loss of humus ; it is the mere 
consequence of the exhaustion of the alkalies. 
(Leibig p. aoe 

Dr. Charles T’. Jackson, in his investigations 
connected with the geological survey of Rhode 
Island, has made extensive and valuable re- 
searches and observations on the substance of 
humus; and as his labors are of more recent 
date, than those of Dana or Leibig, and differ 
from them in some essential particulars, I shall 
quote his views somewhat at large. 

Much confusion appears to exist as to the 
nature and names of the organic matters con- 
tained in soils, and it is probable that in the 
several stages of decomposition of different sub- 
stances, a variety of changeable compounds are 
produced that have not yet been fully examined. 

During the last year, (1839,) I have endea- 
vored to ascertain the nature of the extractive 
matters obtainable from the humus of soils and 
from peat, and have ascertained that the princi- 
pal mass of those substances, to which the 
names of humus, geine, and apotheme have 
been applied, is a compound of the crenic and 
apocrenic acids, which are in part combined with 
bases, such as the per-oxyde of iron, manganese, 
lime and magnesia. The soluble extract of 
humus is mostly composed of crenic acid, some- 
times combined with lime and per-oxyde of iron. 

After the discovery of these acids in the soils 
and peats of Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode 
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Island, I had the curiosity to examine the soils 
from the continents of Asia, Africa, and those 
from the West Indies, and from the Western 
states of this country. In all of them I have 
discovered crenates, and apocrenates. I have 
also detected the crenic acid in various waters 
from lakes, rivers, and wells, so that there can 
be no doubt of its being generally present in 
arable soils. 

Crenate of lime is soluble in water, and is, 
without doubt, an active agent in the nourish- 
ment of plants. Apocrenate of lime is more 
difficult of solution, but is slowly taken up and 
colors the water yellow. It is sufficiently solu- 
ble to supply the rootlets of plants. All the 
alkalies, both fixed and volatile, dissolve crenic 
and apocrenic acids; ashes, the alkalies, potash 
and soda, carbonate of ammonia, and even the 
alkaline earths, render the inert crenates, and 
apocrenates, in the soil, solubie and active, 
while the acids and alkalies neutralize each 
other, and render the soil more fertile. 





Many of the lake waters around Boston con- 


tain the crenic acid, either separate or in com-| 


bination with lime, manganese, or iron, It is 
found in the water of most of the wells in the 
city, and [ doubt not is universal. 

Any chemist can foresee some of the conse- 
quences that may be deduced from the above 
data, and that by chemical means we can bring 
these new combinations to bear upon the art of 
agriculture. If the per-oxyde of iron in a soil 
is really in combination with crenic and apo- 
crenic acids, then we can understand why the 
land is improved by means of an application of 
ashes and lime, which will dissolve the vegeta- 
ble acids, and render them convertible into food 
of plants. Carbonate of ammonia, which is 
known as one of the most powerful stimulants, 
as it is improperly called, is capable of dissolving 
these new acids, and will take them from lime, 
iron, manganese, and magnesia. Hence, the 
value of animel manures, which generate am- 
monia, will be understood.* 

From all that has been said and written 
about humus, geine, apotheme, ulmin, ulmic 
acid, humic acid, crenic and apocrenic acids, &c., 
we may conclude, that all soils contain organic 
matters ; and that these matters may exist in the 
soil, in all stages of decomposition, from the fresh 
and perfect vegetable and animal substances, 
down to the complete extinction of all organic 
structure ; and that during the progress of this 
process of disorganization, a part of the organic 
matters are disengaged or set free from their 
original combinations in the form of gaseous, 
saline, and earthy matters, which are left in a 
condition to enter into other combinations, and 
form new compounds, or be dissipated in the 
air, or absorbed and mixed with the soil, or they 
may be taken up by the roots of living plants 
and form a new vegetable structure. 

When the process of the disorganization of 


— ——-—  ---- 


4 





* Geological Report of Rhode Island. 





organic matter has proceeded to a certain extent, 
the residue of the mass, that has not been dissi- 
pated in the form of gas, or separated in the 
form of saline and earthy substances, assumes 
a fixed and determinate character, and no fur- 
ther decomposition or transformation occurs; 
and if it be not exposed to air and moisture, 
will remain unaltered for ages, until it is again 
exposed to the action of air and moisture, or to 
the action of the alkalies or alkaline earths. It 
is this substance which is called humus. Dr. 
Dana considers it a “definite proximate prin- 
ciple,” and Dr. Jackson has discovered that it 
consists of two new acids. Both, however, 
agree that the action of alkalies and alkaline 
earths will render it soluble and fit for the food 
of plants, whether it be called “geine,” “ apo- 
crenic and crenic acids,” or “humus.” It is 
therefore of but little importance to the practi- 
cal farmer by what name the substance is called, 
provided he has a clear conception of the sub- 
stance itself, and a knowledge of the manner 
of converting it into food for his plants. 

Air and moisture will convert a portion of 
humus into a state in which it is easily soluble 
in water, ime speedily converts the remain- 
ing portion which is of difficult solution, into a 
soluble state. Alkalies convert it into a state 
in which it has acid properties, and in that state 
it will readily combine with earths, alkalies, and 
oxydes, forming neutral salts, which are readily 
soluble in cold water, and these salts are, by the 
action of carbonic acid, rendered still more 
soluble. Growing plants acting upon the 
silicates contained in the soil, set free the pot- 
ash and other bases, which act upon the humus 
and convert it into food of plants. The oxygen 
of the air acting upon humus produces carbo- 
nic acid, which forms a large portion of the food 
of plants. And likewise the oxygen of the air 
unites with the hydrogen of the humus and 
forms waier, which again dissolves more humus, 
Ashes, which contain potash and lime, act upon 
the humus to render it soluble. Ammonia, 
contained in animal manure -and urine, as well 
as in snow and rain-water, acts upon humus to 
render it soluble. Carbonate of ammonia has a 
greater affinity for humus than lime, iron, man- 
yanese, or magnesia. Gypsum, by being de- 
composed in the soil by the carbonate of ammo- 
nia contained in the rain-water, form sulphate 
of ammonia and carbonate of lime, both of 
which act upon the humus of the soil and con- 
vert it into the food of plants. 

Lime is considered by both Drs. Dana and 
Jackson, to be the chief solvent of the “ geine” 
of the first, and the “crenic and apocrenic acids” 
of the latter gentleman. There are, however, 
various other acids existing in a free state in 
the soils, which have the effect to arrest the 
conversion of woody fibre into humus, and con- 
sequently prevents it from becoming the food 
of plants, until ime has been applied to neu- 
tralize these acids and allow the process of the 
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formation of humus to proceed. Peat is a re- 
markable instance of this kind. The vegetable 
substances, by the action of acids, is prevented 
from becoming converted into humus, until 
neutralized by lime, and peat then forms one of 
the best compost manures a farmer can have, 

The chief and most important advantages to 
be derived by the farmer in the application of 
lime to the soil, consist in applying it im con- 
tact with fresh vegetable and animal substances, 
either in a compost heap, or by ploughing them 
into the soil. By this method we obtain the 
benefit of the action of the lime upon the fresh 
vegetable fibre, to convert it into a state of fer- 
mentation, in which an abundance of carbonic 
acid is produced, and if animal manures be used, 
ammouiacal gas is likewise formed, both of which 
will be absorbed and retained in the soil by 
the lime, but which would otherwise escape 
into the uir and be lost, before the vegetables 
intended to be grown upon the land could be 
sufficiently advanced to appropriate these gases 
as food. The remaining portion of the manure 
and vegetable fibre would still pass into the 
state of humus, and the lime in its form of a 
carbonate, will proceed to dissolve the original 
humus contained in the soil, as well as that 
newly formed; and should any free acids be 
present in the soil, which will frequently be the 
case when fresh vegetable substances are plough- 
ed into the soil, the lime combines with such 
acids, and yields the carbonic acid, to the roots 
of plants. 





Portrait of Io. 


On the opposite page we give a por- 
trait of the justly celebrated cow, Lo, now 
the property of Richard Pindell, esq., 
of Lexington, and purchased by him at 
Warner's sale, in September last, for 
$399. lo is imported, sired by Milton, 
dam Crocus, &c. In our next we shall 
give a portrait of R. Pindell’s Bull, 
**¢ Rover,”’ at which time we shall en- 
deavor to make room for a more ex- 
tended notice of Io, considering her, as 
we do, fully worthy it. 





Agricultural Fairs, &c., in Kentucky. 


For some months previous to the 
commencement of the fairs in Kentuc- 
ky, Lexerted myself to form a small 
party of the farmers and breeders of 
this vicinity, to attend them. I found 
many willing and anxious to go, but 
untoward circumstances of different 
kinds compelled, first one, then another, 
to decline, until at last our party was 








reduced to Mr. Jno. Mahard, jr., and 
myself. We two, accordingly, set out 
together, and traversed the state, north 
of the Kentucky river, in various direc- 
tions ; and intended also taking a route 
to the south of the river, but found it 
impossible. 1 shall therefore be .com- 
pelled to make an excursion there at 
some future time. 

Our route led us over the Eagle hills, 
a wild and uncultivated region of coun- 
try, and altogether undervalued. The 
finest sheep farms in the world could 
be formed here, and at a cost of land 
and improvement’ that would afford a 
splendid per centage. 

Our object being to reach Winches- 
ter in time for the fair there, if possible, 
we pushed on direct for that place, and 
arrived early on the morning of the 
second day—thus missing the show of 
cattle, sheep, and hogs, which we both 
much regretted but could not avoid. 

The exhibition of horses, mules, and 
jacks, was quite fine. -Some of the 
mules were particularly so, yet it 
seemed to be generally considered that 
those of last year were much finer. 
One two-year-old, nearly sixteen hands 
high, and stout in proportion, surprised 
me. Of horses the show was excel- 
lent, especially in colts and riding 
horses. 

The domestic articles exhibited did 
great credit indeed to the ladies of 
Clarke county. We examined each 
piece carefully. The blankets, made 
in the family of Mr. E. W. Hockaday, 
were equal to the best west of England 
we ever saw. ‘The flannel, linsey and 
jeans were all good; and some of the 
socks, knitted.by little girls, really sur- 
passed any thing shown. We would 
gladly enter into more minute particu- 
lars, but our lack of space compels us 
to come at once to the report. 


REPORT OF THE CLARKE CO. FAIR. 


Wrncuaester, Sept. 15, 1841. 


Cattle.—Aged bulls, 4 entries—M. D. Hume, 
Leonidas, premium. J. F. Taylor, McDuff, cer- 
tificate. 

Two year old bulls, 1 entered—J. E. Letton, 
Locomotive, premium, 

One year old bulls, 2 entered—Dr. S. D. 
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Martin, Specie, prem. 
Bonum 24d, cert. 

Sucking bull calves, 3 entries—H. Taylor, 
jr, calf, prem. | 

Aged cows, 9 entries—J, P, Taylor, import- 
ed Beauty, prem. J. Vanmeter, Pocahontas, 
cert. 

‘'wo year old heifers, 8 entries—Isaac Van- 
meter, Hannah Moore, prem. C, D. Bright, 
Eliza Campbell, cert. H. Taylor, jr., Jessa- 
mine, cert. 

The judges did not decide which was 2d) 
best, Eliza Campbell or Jessamine, and gave 
the certificate to both. 

One year old heifers, 3 entries—J E, Let- 
ton, Snowball, prem. J. P. Taylor, Josephine, | 
cert. 

Sucking heifer calves, 5 entries—H. Taylor, 
jr. Louisa Price, prem, 

Three year old steers, 4 entries—Isaac Van- | 
meter, two, prem, and cert. 

'l'wo year old steers, 8 entries—M. D. Hume | 


prem. J. J. & R. Hutcheraft, cert. 


lock, Better, Irish and Russia, prem. J. F. | 
Taylor, Dan Webster, Irish and Russia, cert. 

One year old boars, 8 entries—E G. Bed- | 
ford, ‘Tippecanoe, biack Berkshire, prem. | 

oars, from 6 months to a year old, 3 enter- | 
el—E, W. Hockaday, Blue-Beard, black Berk- | 
shire, prem. Wm. R. Duncan, Young Duke, | 
cert, 

Boars, from 3 to 6 months, |! pair entered— | 
Fd. J. Bedford, prem. 
shire. cert. } 

Boar pigs, under 3 months, 7 entries —pre- | 
mium given by Western Farmer and Garden- | 
er—.J. Cunningham, prem. 

Aged sows, 6 entries—Wm_ P, Curd, Pris- | 
cilla, black Berkshire, prem. 
Best, lrish and Russia, cert, 

One year old sows, 4 entries—Wm R. Dun- 
can, Lady Tyler, Berkshire and Irish, prem. | 
J, D. Weaver, black Berkshire, cert. | 

Sows, from six months to 1 year, 2 eindess~ 
J. F. Taylor, Belt, Berkshire and Irish, prem. 
E. W. Hockaday, Berkshire sow, cert. 

Sow pig, under 3 months, 6 entries— premi- 


| 





um given by Western Farmer and Gardener -- } 


Isaac Curiningham, prem. 

Sheep.—Coarse wool sheep, bucks, 3 entries 
—J, E. Letton, Buckingham, Bakewell, prem. 
E, W. Hockaday, | buck, Cotswold, cert. 

Fine wool bucks, 6 entries—Price & Tay- | 
lor. | buck, prem. 

Fine wool lamb, 1 entered—premium given | 
by Western Farmer and Gardener — 8. D. 
Martin, buck lamb, prem. 

Coarse wool ewes, 4 entries—Robt. McMil- 
len, prem. 

Fine wool] ewes, 5 entries—W. Price, prem. 

Coarse wool lambs, 4 entries—premium giv- 
en by Western Farmer and Gardener—J. E. 





- E. Letton, Magnuin || 


Recapitulation—First. day, cattle 47; hogs 
64; sheep 22. ‘l’otal 133. 

Harses, &c.—Aged stallions, 6 entries—S 
Downing & Co., Highlander, prem. 

Two year old stud colts, 3 entries—Johr 
Cunningham, prem. J. 8. Berryman, Mark, 
cert. 

One year old stud colts, 5 entries—J, 8 


| Berryman, Tuscamingo, prem, Wm, H. Spen- 











1} 
} 
! 
|| 


' 


Hogs.—Aged boars, 6 entries—J. P. Bul- | 


J. F. Taylor, Berk- | 


Jas. P. Bullock, | 





Letton, prem, 


Vor. LL.—4 


cer, cert 
Sucking horse coita, 10 entries — Walter 
Gioode, prem. James Price, Birmingham and 


Eclipse, cert. 


Geldings, 13 entries—S. G. Jackson, Hal- 
/colm, prem, 

Aged mares, 12 entries——Ed. H. Didlake, 
prem. James Price, Big Archie and Ratler, 
cert. 

‘T'wo year old mares, 6 entries—J. S. Berry- 
man, Iidica, prem. Peter Bean, Susan, cert, 

One year old fillies, 6 entries—James W. 
Keith, Fanny Elsler, prem. R. H. Pindell, cert. 

Sucking filly colts, 4 entries—Abner Cun- 
ningham, Ann Jackson, prem, 

Aged jacks, 2 entries—Wm. Hickman, Tip- 
| pecanoe, prem. Samuel Phelps, Oseola, cert. 

Two year old jacks, 3 entries—Dr ‘Thomas 
Moberly, Tip, prem, Samuel Phelps, Nick Bid- 
dle, cert. 

One year old jack, 
prem. 

Aged jennets, 5 entries—Benj, F. Bedford, 
prem. Samuel Phelps, cert. 

Two year old jennets, 1 entry—Jos, Graves, 
prem. 

One year old jennets, 3 entries-—Dr. Thos. 
Moberly, Mammoth, prem. 

Mules, 2 year old, | entry—James Warnall, 
prem. 

One year old mules, 2 entries—Dr. Bigger- 
staff, prem. James F. Taylor, cert. 

Suciing mule colts, 3 entries— Benjamin P, 
Gay, prem. James F. Taylor, cert. 

Home manufactured articles. —— Domestic 
_jeans—Mrs. Jas. Price, prem, 

Flannel—Mrs, B. P. Gay, prem. 
_ Linsey—Mrs. E. W. Hockaday, prem. 
| Blankets—Mrs. I}. W. Hockaday, prem, 

Socks-——Mrs. R. McMillen, prem. 

Recapitulation. — Second day, horses 65; 
Jack stock 15; mules 6; total 86. Total num- 
ber of animals shown both days, 219, 


} 


1 entry—Peter Hedges, 


We now sojourned for some days in 
the neighborhood, and saw much of in- 
‘terest, that we wish to speak of, but 

must, verv unwillingly, postpone it, on 
account of the reports of fairs, till our 
next. 

The Jessamine county fair was the 
next we attended. ‘There we enjoyed 
a great treat. Every arrangement of 

ithe society was excellent—the officers 
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attentive and efficient—the premiums |! 
sufficiently numerous and valuable, and 
admirably «appropriated—the judges | 
well selected, and willing to do the 
duties reguired of them, without mur- | 
mur er complaint — the show of stock | 
good, and of domestic manufactures | 
splendid. We copy the report at length, | 


. ‘ } 
with the concluding remarks of the, 


Two Year @ld Mules and over.—Jsaac 
Shelby, one mule, 
One Year Old Mules.—Isaac Shelby, two 
mules. 
Sucking Mule Colts.—W. D. Crockett, two 
mules. 


Aged Bulls —A. McClure, Otho, by Sol, 


dam, Premium. 


Two Year Old Bulls—John H. Hanly, 
Oceola, by Oceola, dam, by President. . 
One Year Old Bulls. —P. E. Todhunter, 


Secretary, to which we most heartily | Nelson, Sr., by Thos. Fairfax, dam, Missluck. 


respond, and hope to see them at once. 
acted upon. 
this society. 





REPORT OF THE JESSAMINE COUNTY FAIR. | 


At the third annual meeting of the Jes- | 
samine County Agricultural Society, 
held in the town of Nicholasville, Ky. +s | 
on Friday and Saturday, the 24th and_ 
25th September, premiums were award- 
ed to the following stock, &c. } | 


Aged Horses.—A, Shotwell, Grey Eagle, by | { 
W oodpecker, dam, ()phelia. 
Two Year Old Stud Colts.—J.S, Berryman, | 
Mark, by Medoc, dam, by Harris’ Paragon, 
One Year Old Horse Colts.—J. 38. Berry- | 
man, one colt, by Mingo, dam, by Slarrie’ Para- | 
gon. 
Horse Colts under one Year Old.—J. L.| 
Howard, one colt, by Grey Eagle, dam, by im- | 
ported Eagle. 
Aged Mares.—R. Pindell, Great Western, by 
Old Bertrand, dam, by Sir Archie. 
Two Year Old Fillies.—J. 8, Berryman, 
Ildica, by Medoc, dam by Harris’ Paragon. 
One Yeur Old Mare Colts.—R. Pindell, | 
Ringlett, by Zinganee. dam by Old Archie. 
Sucking Mare Colts.—R. Pindell, one colt, 
by American Eclipse, dam, by Old Archie. 
Best Geldings.—P. E. Todhunter, James 
Lawrence, by Monsier ‘Jonson, dam, by Sir 
Charles, 
Best Riding Horse or Mare—Price A. 
Peniston, one riding horse. 
Carriage Howees,—Edward Allen, a brown 
ir. 
" Aged Jacks.—William Hickman, Tippe- 
canoe, by Blackhawk, dam, Adelaide. 
Two Year Old Jucks.—T. 8. Moberly, Tip- 
pecanoe, by Superior, dam, by Palafox. 
One Year Old Jack Colts.— Samuel Phelps, 
ene jack colt, by Veto, dain, Warrior Jennet. 
Aged Jennets.—Joseph Graves, one jennet, 
by Blackhawk. 
Two Year Old Jennets.—Isaac Barkley, one 
jennet, by Napoleon | 
One Year old Jennets.—Robert Overstreet, 
Victoria, by Pioneer, dam, Helen. 
Sucking Jennets.—I. Barkley, one sucking 
jennet, by Commodore Rogers. 




















Sucking Bull Calves.—A. McClure, one by 


We shall speak again of || Otho, dam, Miss Manard. 


Aged Cows,—John P. Taylor, Beauty, by 
Laurel, dam, Star. 

Two Year Old Heifers.—Hubbard Taylor, 
Jessamine, by Leonidas, dam, Jesse, by Ple- 
nipo. 

One Year Old Heifers—John P. Taylor, 
Josephine, by Bertram 4th, dam, Jesse. 

Sucking Heifer Calves ——Hubbard Taylor, 
Louisa Price, by Bertram 4th, dam, Beauty. 

Best Bullock, well fatted—Thomas Cun- 
ningham, Black Prince, by Triumph, dain, 
Patton Cow. 

Boars over Two Years Old.— W. P. Curd, 


| Ben Shaker, a Berkshire. 


Boars over one, and under Two Years O'd.— 
Joel Higgins, Prince, by Dick, dam, Victoria. 

Boars under One Year, and over Six Months 
Old.—S. D. Martin, Paragon, by Furlow’'s 
W oburn, dam, Cherry, a Woburn. 

Boars under Six Months Old —R. Allen, of 
Jessamine, a Neapolitan and White Berkshire. 

Sows over Two Years Old.—J. Barkley, 
Kitty, Woburn. 

Sows under Two, and over One Year Old.— 
W. P. Curd, Miss Reading, Berkshire. 

Sows under One Year, and over Six Months 


| Old —Joel Higgins, Princetta, by Billy Barlow, 


dam, Superior. 
Sows under Six Months Old.—R., Allen, of 
Jessamine, a Neapolitan and White Berkshire. 
Pork Hugs, in lots of Ten.—I. Barkley one 
lot. 
Bucks, Fine Wool.—Otho Robards, one 
buck. 
Ewes, Fine Wool.—Otho Robards, one ewe, 
Bucks, coarse Wool.— E. Hockaday, a 
Cotswold. 
Ewes, coarse wool. al, Hockaday, two 
ewes, Cotswold. 
Jeans.—Mrs. C. Adams, 114 yards. 
Flannel.—Mrs. L. Simpson, 11 yards. 
Plaid Linsey.—Mrs. C. Robards, 15 yards. 
Flax Linen.—Mfys. L. Dismukes, 11 yards, 
Bed Quilts —Mrs. Sarah Ann Fisher, four. 
Best specimen of Needle Work.—Mrs. Mary 


| Worley, pair of boot stools, 


Socks Knit by a Girl under 12 years old.— 
Miss Matilda Lusk, small socks. 

Blankets.—Mrs. Hockaday. 

Bageing.—™ B. Cook, one piece.. 
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Coil of Bale Rope, nine threads or less.—B. 
C. Graves, one coil. 

Barrel of flour— Wm. Steel, one 

Saddle.—Jas. P. Majors. 

Hemp Hook.—Dr. Peter Nave. 

Cheese, ten pounds or more.—Mrs. Jane 
Barkley. 

Batter, ten pounds or more—Mrs. Mary A. 
Cogar, ten pounds, 

Average Crop of Corn.—Mason Barkley, 26 
barrels, 3 bushels, | peck, | quart. 

Best Cultivated Farm.—James Bryan. 


Not doubting but that it will meet with the 
unqualified approval and approbation of all 
those who witnessed the exhibition of the va- 
rious domestic manufactured articles, &c., ex- 
hibited by the ladies at the late fair, the Secre- 
tary would state, in the conclusion of this report, 
no less from a sense of duty, than from the fact 
that the compliment is justly merited, that the 
various articles exhibited for the different pre- 
miums awarded, were all, without exception, 
of the best and finest quality, beautiful of their 
kind, and highly creditable to the skill, taste, 
and ingenuity of the fair competitors. In fact, 
in some instances the difference in the articles 
exhibited was so imperceptible, that referees 
had to be called in, in order to arrive at a deci- 
sion. We could name some of the fabrics ex- 
hibited, which, we think, cannot be excelled 
anywhere; but to particularize, where all have 
done so well, would justly be deemed invidious. 


In order to afford greater encouragement to | 


the skill and industry of the ladies, and to com- 
ply with the wishes of numerous individuals on 
the subject. it has been proposed, and is in con- 
templation, that hereafter our Fair shall hold 
three days instead of two, as heretofore ; that 
one of those days shall be devoted exclusively 
to the fair, for the exhibition alone of such 
articles as the ladies may have to exhibit—they 
to attend in person on that day, and the judges 
of the different articles to be selected from 
among themselves. The proposition is a highly 
cominendable and praiseworthy one, and the 
hope is indulged that it will be carried into 
effect. not only by the Jessamine Agricultural 
Society, but by similar institutions generally 
throughout our state. 

P.S. Perhaps it would not be amiss to state, 
that for several of the premiums offered by the 
Society there were no competitors, to wit :— 
Rest two-horse plough, best pair boots, best 
piece dressed leather, best specimen of cabinet 
furniture. 


The Association Stock Fair, was held 
near Lexington, on the 10th and 11th 
September, but at which our previous 
arrangements prevented us from being 
present; we however copy the report 
as published. 


= 





ASSOCIATION STOCK FAIR. 


At the fair of the Kentucky Association for 
the improvement of the breed of stock, held on 
their grounds near Lexington, on the 10th and 
Lith days of September, 1841, premiums were 
awarded to the following gentlemen, viz: 

James E. Letton, for the best bull, Magnum 
Bonum. 

James E. Letton, for the best two year old 
bull, Locomotive. 

Benjamin Warfield, for the best one year old 
bull, Cossack. 

John and Richard Allen, for the best sucking 
bull calf, Comet 2d. 

Benjamin Warfield, for the best cow, Caro- 
line. 

Isaac Vanmeter, for the best two year old 
cow, Hannah Moore. 

James E. Letton, for the best one year old, 
Snow Ball. 

J. & A. Rennick, for the best heifer calf, 
Miss Franklin. 

Richard Allen. for the best yoke of oxen. 

Richard Downing, for the best fatted bullock. 

Edward Allen, for the best boar, Prince Al- 
bert. 

E. G. Bedford, for the best boar under two 
years old, Tippecanoe. 

Wm. Curd, for the best sow, Priscilla. 
R. Allen, for the best sow under two years 
old, Exception. 

William P. Curd, for the five best fat bar- 
rows. 

Joel Higgins, for the best pair of pige under 
nine months old. 

George E. Blackburn, for his two year old 
colt, Red Hot, 

James S, Berryman, for his one year old colt 
Fish Mingoe. 

Peter Gatewood, for his sucking gray colt, 
by Gray Eagle. 

George E, Blackburn, for his mare, Cub. 

James 8S. Berryman, for his two year old fil- 
ly, Ildica. 

Richard Pindell, for his sucking mare colt. 

Richard Pindell, for his one year old filly. 

Joseph Downing, for the best gelding. 

Joseph Downing, for the best pair of carriage 
horses. 

William Hickman, for his jack Tippecanoe. 

Andrew McClure, for the best jennet. 

Wm. D. Crockett, for the best two year old 
mule and sucking mule colt. 





After nearly a weeks sojourn in and 
about Lexington, we went to Paris, and 
there attended the Bourbon county fair. 
This Society, too, is an honor to the 
State. But as we mean to speak of it 
more at length than our space in this 
number will afford, we shall proceed at 








j once to the report, 
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REPORT OF THE BOURBON CO. FAIR. 
Panis, Ky., Oct. 4th, 1841. 


Dear Sin:—Agreeably to your request, I 
send you below a list of premiums and certifi- 
cates awarded at the 6th annual fair of the 
Bourbon county Agricultural Society, held at 
this place the Ist and 2d inst., together with 
the number of entries of each description of 
stock, &c. Your ob’t. servant, 

H, C, Harr. 


Aged bulls, 3 entries—to Matthew D. Hume, 
for Leonidas, premium. ‘l’o James E, Letton, 
for Magnum Bonum, jr. (imported) by Mag- 
num Bonum, d. Kate, certificate. 

Two year old bulls, 3 entries—Jas. E. Let- 
ton, for Locomotive, (imported) by Duke of 
Northumberland, (1940) d. Oxford, premium. 
To Asa K. Bedford, for Sir Alfred, by Para- 
gon, d. Mira, certificate. 

One year old bulls, 7 entries—to Samuel D. 
Martin, for Specie, (imported) by Mendoza, d. 
Sprightly, premium. ‘To J. G. Kennaird, for 
Daniel Boone, by imported Comet, d. Adelaide, 
certificate. 

Sucking bull calves, 10 entries—to Henry 
Clay, jr., for Whig, premium. To Joseph K. 
Redman, for Tippecanoe, by Leonidas, d. by 
Exception, certificate. 

Aged cows, 18 entries—to Pendleton Tay- 
lor, for Beauty, by Laure] (2188), d. by Star 
(618) premium. To J. G. Kennaird, for Ade- 
line, by imported Comet, d. imported Adelaide, 
certificate, 

Two year old cows, 8 entries—to Hubbard 
Taylor, for Jessamine, by Leonidas, d. Jessie, 
premium. ‘To Benjamin C. Bedford, for Mary 
Van Buren, by Van Buren, d. Flora, certifi- 
cate, 

One year old heifers, 12 entries—to Letton 
& Rogers, for Snow Ball, by Exception, d. 
Rosabella, premium. ‘To Jos. K. Redman, for 
White Rose, by Leonidas, d. by Exception, 
certificate, 

Sucking heifer calves, 11 entries—Jas. E. 
Letton, for Convoy 3d, by Magnum Bonum, jr. 
d. Countess, premium. To D. J. Hume, for 
Diana Dundas, by Leonidas, d. by Suwarrow, 
certificate. 

Milch Cows, | entry—to Peter Hedges, for 
his milch cow, premium. 

Fatted bullocks, 6 entries—John Kerr, for 
his fatted bullock, premium. To Douglass P. 
Lewis, for his fatted bullock, certificate. 

Yoke of oxen, 10 entries—Jerry Duncan, for 
his yoke of oxen, premium. To James Ren- 
nick, for his yoke of oxen, certificate. 

Three year old steers, 4 entries—to D. J. 
Hume, for his steer, premium. To P. Hedges, 
for his steer, certificate, 

Two year old steers, 4 entries—to Matthew 
D. Hume, for his steer, premium. Te D. J. 
Hume, for his steer, certificate. 
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Rams for mutton, 5 entries—to Jas. E. Let- 
ton, for his Bakewell ram, premium. To E. H. 
Hockaday, for his Bakewell ram, certificate. 

Ewes for mutton, 7 entries—to Robert Mc- 
Millen, for his ewe, premium. To Jas. E. Let- 
ton, for his ewe, (Bakewell) certificate. 

Fine wool rams, 10 entries—to J. J. & R. 
Hutcheraft, for Merino ram, premium. ‘T'o 
Benjamin C. Bedford, for Saxony ram, certifi- 
cate. 

Fine wool ewes, 13 entries—to John H. 
McNeal, for his ewe; premium. To James 
Hutchcraft, for Merino ewe, certificate. 

Boars over | year old, 7 entries—to Henry 
Clay, jr. for his boar, (Berkshire) premium. 
T’o Milton Redman, for his boar, (Berkshire) 
certificate. 

Boars over 6 months and under | year old, 
3 entries—to T. & E. G. Bedford for their 
boar, (Berkshire) premium. To John Keller, 
for his boar, (Berkshire) certificate. 

Sows over | year old, 8 entries—to Wm. P. 
Curd, for his sow, (Berkshire) premium. To 
John Keller, for his sow, (Berkshire) certifi- 
cate. 

Sows over 6 months and under | year old, 9 
entries—to George M. Bedford, for his sow, 
(Berkshire) premium. To Henry Clay, jr. for 
his sow, (Berkshire) certificate. 

Pair of pigs, boar and sow, under 6 months 
old, 6 entries—to Hiram Norton, for his pigs, 
premium. ‘T'o Geo, M. Bedford, for his pigs, 
(Berkshire) certificate. 

Crow scalps, 2 entries — to John Rennick, 
for greatest number of scalps, (400) Ist premi- 
um. To F.P. Clay, for next greatest, (270) 
2d premium. 

20 yards jeans, Kentucky manufacture, 3 
entries—to Benjamin C. Bedford, for his jeans, 
premium, To R. Hutchcraft, for his jeans, 
certificate. 

20 yards of flannel, Kentucky manufacture, 
2 entries—to James Hutchcraft, for his flannel, 
premium. ‘To Joseph Tucker, for his flannel, 
certificate. 

20 yards carpeting, Kentucky manufacture, 
4 entries—James Hutchcraft, for his carpeting, 
premium. ‘To Abm. Spears, for his carpeting, 
certificate. 

For the premium for two-horse plough, hay 
rake, and cultivator, 1 entry each—to George 
W. Williams, for two-horse plough, (Sloop’s 
Improved Peacock) premium. To James M. 
Cogswell, for horse rake, premium. To Geo. 
W. Williams, for cultivator, premium. 

Aged stallions, 6 entries — Salem Downing, 
for Highlander, by Crusader, d by Highlander, 
prem. To Thomas Kelly, for Morehead, by 
Medoc, d Multiflora, cert. 

Two year old stallions, 2 entries—James E. 
Letton, for Prince Coburg, by Black Prince, d 
Bronte, prem. John Cunningham, for Wm. 
Garrard, by Woodpecker, d by Messenger, (im- 
ported) cert. 
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One year old stallions, 7 entries—Wm. Col- 
lins, for Boston, by Veteran, d by Grand Turk, 
prem. Salem Downing, for James L. Bradley, 
by Bertrand, jr.,d by Brown Highlander, cert. 

Sucking horse colts, 11 entries—James Rice, 
for his colt, prem. E. Thurston, for Halcom, 
by Young Halcom, cert. 

Aged mares, 15 entries—Thomas Kelly, for 
Orra, by Cadet, d Multiflora, prem. R. Pin- 
dell, for Great Western, by Bertrand, d by Old 
Archy, cert. 

‘Two year old mares, 7 entries—Wm. H. 


Nelson, for Mary, by Hannibal, prem. Thos. | 


Kelly, for Neoma, by Tranby, d Multiflora, 
cert. 

One year old mares, 6 entries—R, Pindell, 
for Ringlet, by Zinganee, d by Old Archy, pre- 
mium. P. H. Warnall, cert. 

Sucking mare colts, 9 entries—R. Pindell, 
for Louisa, by Monmouth Eclipse, d by Old Ar- 
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chy, prem. Wm. Collins, for Fanny Wyatt, 
by Veteran, d by Grand Turk, cert. | 

Geldings, 15 entries—John Hutcheraft, for 
Harrison, by Bertrand, d Pacolet, prem. Webb | 
Koss, for his gelding, cert. 

Carriage horses, 2 entries — Hugh I. Brent, 
for his horse, prem. Dennis Nichols, for his, 
cert. 





for his horse, prem. J. 8S. Matson, for his, 
cert. 


Aged jacks, 





1 entry — Wm Hickman, for | 


Draft horses, 2 entries—John H. McNea! 


the articles exhibited by them, although there 
was no premium offered by the Society in their 
advertisement for such articies. 

To Mrs. Joseph Tucker, for a piece of table 
diaper and a bed quilt, prem. 

To Mrs, E. H. Hockacay, for a pair of blan- 
kets and a piece of linsey, prem. 

To Mrs. J, R. Wright, for a silk net shawl, 

N. B.—The dam and sire of every animal is 
given, whose pedigree was handed to the Sec- 
retary. 

Within a few hours after penning 
this, we shall set out for Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, to attend the State fair there 
on 15th November; that at Washing- 
ton, Mississippi, on the 26th, and others 
in those states; after which we shall 
see what we can of the country and 
people, and of the state of agriculture 
there. We take with us ten or twelve 
head of selected thorough-bred Dur- 
hams, all young and fine animals ; and 
some fifty and odd hogs, principally 
young Berkshires; for, though we had 
a number of orders for grown animais, 
we find it impossible, even in this 
Berkshire region, to get them. 
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Two year old jacks, 3 entries —to Anthony | ! 
Phelps, for his jack, prem. 


r The fruits described below are such 
for bis. cert. ames Howard, | '1= grow in the neighborhood of Rich- 


One year old jacks, 1 entry—James 8. Mat- | mond, Indiana. ‘The latitude of this 
son, for his jack, prem. jtown is 39° 51’. Geologically speak- 
Sucking jack colts, 4 entriee—George Red- | ing, the land is elevated, but, generally 
man, for his colt, prem. Wm. Hickman, od level. ‘The soil is rich and dry, and 


his, cert. lies on a clay subsoibk. Our rocks are 


Aged jennets, 6 entries—Joseph Graves, for | one ;' " . 
his jennet, prem. Douglass P. Lewis, for his, || fossiliferous limestone. ‘T’he winters 


cert. ] are such as often to blast the fruit-bud 


T'wo year old jennets, 1 entry—Joseph Liter, | of the peach, and sometimes to destroy 
for his jennet. prem. ‘the tree. Or if the buds escape unin- 


One year old jennets, 1 entry—Benjamin C. iF jured through the winter months, the 


Bedford, for his jennet, prem. 


ard, for his colt, prem. Joseph Liter, 
cert, 

Aged mules, 2 entries—P. H. Warnall, for 
his mule, prem, H. W. Graves, for his, cert. 

One year old mules, 3 entries—Jobn Hill, | 
for his mule, prem. Samuel Everett, for his, | 
cert 

Sucking mule colts, 9 entries—Peter Bram- | 
let, for his colt, prem. Benj. P. Gay, for his, | 
cert 

One acre of hemp, 6 entries—Jas. K. Jame- 
son, for his hemp, prem. Joseph Tucker, for 
his, cert. 

Premiums were also awarded to the follow- 
ing ladies, in consideration of the excellence of | 


Voi. Ilf.—4* 


no peaches nor apples. 


llother fruit; 


| 
« di Sa 
Sucking jennet colts, 2 entries—James How- || spring frosts are very apt to disappoint 
for his, ! the hopes of the farmer. 


jremoved to this place in 1823, the 


When we 


‘peach orchards bore superabundantly. 


{In 1830 and 1831, many of the peach 


In 1834 there were 
My memoran- 
da mention apples in 1835; that 1837 
furnished us with peaches, apples, and 
that in 1838, there was 
scarcely an apple, peach, or cherry; 
| that in 1839, the fruit was all killed; 
}aad that 1840 was fruitful in peaches 
and other products of the orchard. The 
F 


| trees were killed. 
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present year brought us no peaches: 
other fruits have not failed. I find, on 
looking over my notes kept for many 
years, that our fruit trees have bloomed 
as early as the 12th of the 4th month; 
and have delayed blossoming as late as 
the 30th; the usual periods of bloom- 
ing being between these two dates. 
Our rains vary from two to seven inch- 
es a month. 

These items of information respect- 
ing the latitude, soil, geological charac- 
ter, and climate, will enable the reader 
to compare our section of the country 
with his own, and to account, perhaps, 
with some degree of satisfaction, for 
any deviations in the size and qualities 
of our fruits; and for the productive- 
ness or barrenness of our trees. 

I have not been able to procure all 
the varieties of our summer fruits; and. 
shall have te postpone the descriptions 
of such as have not fallen in my way, | 
to another year. 

APPLES 1 

Early Red.—Size, two inches long, | 
two and a half wide. Form, globular, | ih 
narrower at the summit, base flattened. | 
Pulp, white, slightly tinged beneath the | 
blush ; rather tough ; moderately jnicy. | 
Color, red, principally frittered ; deeper | 
red streaks passing through it; green- 
ish yellow ground. Surface, bloomy : | 
the redder portions, when the bloom is 
rubbed off, are moderately reflective. | 
Flavor, acid. Stem, half an inch long, | 
sunk. Eye, slightly sunk below the 
annular verge; open. ‘Tree, spread- | 
ing. 

The fruit ripens the Tatter part of | 
7th month. [ am inclined to think, 
nothing but its early ripening secures, | 
it a place in our orchards, 

Nutlarge.—Size, three inches long, | 
two and eight-tenths wide. Form, el- | 
liptical. Pulp, juicy, tender, white. Co-| 











lor, yellowish ; sometimes with blotch- | 
es and short streaks of paie re}. Sur-| 
face, downy, ridgy, so that a transverse 
section presents an angulated figure. 
Flavor, sour. Stem, nearly an inch 
long, stout. Eye, sunk below the pro- 
minent verge of the summit. 








The tree has a somewhat irregular 


head. ‘Ihe fruit is fine for cooking, 
but too acid for the table. The ew. i 
vessels are large, and communicate with 
each other by ruptures of the cells. Ri- 
ns the latter part of 7th month. 
Daniel Apple.—Size, two inches and 
two-tenths wide, one and eight-tenths 


long. Form, globular ; slightly flat- 


tened at the ends. Pulp, juicy, very 
tender, whitish. Color, pale yellow, 
with twenty to forty very slender bright 
red streaks. Surface, somewhat reflec- 
tive. Flavor, very palatable; sub-acid. 
Stem, one inch to one two-tenths long; 
very slender. Eye, barely depressed 
below the annular verge; closed. 

This is an excellent little apple for 
the season in which it ripens; and 
should be permitted to remain among 
our standard apples, on aceount of the 
productiveness of the tree as well as 
the tastefulness of its fruit. ‘The tree 
‘has a handsome hemispherical head. 
This apple begins to ripen at the early 
‘part of the 8th month; and continues 
to ripen for a month dirt furnishing 
successive crops for the market for four 
or five weeks. The seed-vessels are 
rather large. 

Maiden’s Blush.—Size, three inches 
wide, two and a half long. Form, glo- 
bular; much flattened at both ends. 
| Pulp, juicy, tender, whitish. Color, 
jlight greenish yellow, with a beautiful 
blush when fully exposed to the sun. 
| Surface, barely reflective; dots faint, 
‘resembling an eruption under the skin. 
Flavor, slightly acid, with a scarcely 
| perceptible spiciness. Stem, nine-tenths 
of an inch Jong, moderately stout, sunk. 
| Eye, sunk, rather open. 

The tree has a roundish well-formed 
head, and is very fruitful. ‘This apple 
ripeus at the beginning of the 9th month, 
and is considered valuable for cooking. 
Our orehardists here cannot agree with 
Dr. Kirtland, in pronouncing it * des- 
titute of any fine flavor that entitles it 


‘to a place among the table apples.” 


We consider it a standard table apple. 
PEARS. 
Wine Pear.—Synouyme, Cruse Ma- 
dame.—Size, two and a quarter inches 
long, and equally wid>. Form, turbi- 
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nated. 
seed-vessels; moderately juicy. Col- 
or, yellowish green. Surface, ridgy. 
Flavor, rather acerb. Stem, nearly one 
and a half inches long, stout, with small 
prominences. Eye, almost level with 
the annular verge. 

This fruit ripens at the beginning of 
the 8th month. It is scarcely worth 
raising. 

Fine Gold of Summer.—Size, one 
and three-fourths of an inch long, and 
the same in width. Form, turbinated. 
Pulp. somewhat slippery in the mouth ; 
moderately juicy. Color, greenish yel- 
low, with a blush. Surface, nearly uni- 
form. Flavor, sweet. Stem, one inch, 


Pulp, very granular near the/ 





stout. Eye, level with the summit. 

It ripens at the early part of Sth! 
month, and is a passable pear, not one | 
however which I should select for an| 
“spihigeng 5. To Bs 


| 
_S.—In a former number of the 
Fa irmer, after describing the Monstrous, 
Pippin, I aimed to describe the tree, 
that bore it; but my mind unaccounta- 
bly passed to the tree of the Fall Pip- 
pin, and I proceeded to describe if. | 
The tree of the Monstrous Pippin is| 
conical when young; the branches. 
grow upward and make a well formed: 
head. A number of well known nur-| 
serymen from different parts of the 
state have recently seen my tree, and| 
they are satished it is the Monstrous’ 
Pippin. | 

Would acatalogue of the grasses, | 
wild and cultivated, growing in this| 
vicinity, with a few observations on) 
them. be of any utility to the Farmer | 
and Gardener ? 

[ We need scarcely say how welcome 
such a catalogue would be, nor how 
much the obligation would be increased | 
if specimens were added. Dr. P. is 
one of our most valued correspondents. | 


To light a Candle with Ice.—Att: fach 
to the wick of a candle, a small piece 
or globule of potassim (the metalic base 
of potass) of the size of a small shot. 
Apply an icle or point of ice to the me- 





| swine, 








tal, and it will instantly inflame. 


For the Farmer & Gardener. 
Swine. 


Remarks on the origin, history, and relative 
merits, etc., of some distinguished breeds. 


BY BANFORD HOWARD, 


It is, in some respects, a matter of 
regret that things in this country are so 
often done by excitement. A subject is, 
from some cireumstance, brought up— 
it attracts the attention of a few influen- 
tial men who become interested, and in 
a short time, sympathetically as it were, 
the whole mass, stimulated by apassion, 
are engaged in its pursuit. Under these 
circumstances, an erroneous estimate ot 
the value of the object sought for, is very 
likely to be made. Although it is not 
denied that light and truth are, to some 
extent, elicited as the result of such ex- 
citement, yet it would be vastly better 


| for men always to judge calmly and dis- 


passionately on subjects presented to 
their notice. 

At this time, the attention of the agri- 
cultural community seems to be particu- 
jlarly directed to the improvement of 
This, it must be admitted, is a 
matter of great consequence. Pork is, 
and always will be, one of the staple 
| products of the West, and hogs will al- 
ways be considered by the farmer of the 
interior, as one of his main sources for 
j}making money. ‘True, it may some- 
times happen, as at this time, from some 
temporary cause, that pork may be rela- 
tively lower in price than it ought to be, 
compared with other agricultural pro- 


| ducts ; but generally, as it can only be 


made from the products of the farm, it 
will be certain to command a price pro- 
portionate to its cost, or to the value of 
the articles from which it is made. 
Hence, it may be safely said, that the 
making of pork will generally be a good 
business. 

To make pork to the best advantage, 
a good breed, among other requisites, is 
all important. And I propose, in this 
communication, to make a few remarks 
on the characteristics, origin, &c., of 
several breeds with which I have been 
acquainted, and which, have, at different 
times and in different sections, been 
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held in high estimation, together with 
such other observations as may suggest 
themselves as worthy of note., 

At this time, the Berkshires, or per- 
haps they should more properly be cal- 
led the improved Berkshires, seem to 
be the special subjects of favor all over 
the country. Concerning their origin, 
I will not pretend to say anything, as it 
is a matter so much disputed, except to 
remark that their great variation in size, 
shape, and other properties, is conclu- 
sive proof to my mind, that they are a 
mixed breed. And here I will observe, 
that it is the opinion of some eminent 
breeders, that swine cannot be bred pure 
to any advantage. Col. Sam’l Jaques, of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, one of the 
most noted breeders of stock in Ameri- 
ca, once said ina letter to me, that ** one 
might as well talk of a a breed of earth- 
en jugs, as of a breed of swine. The 
potter moulds his clay, and good swine 
must be moulded or fashioned by juii- 
cious crossing,’ &c. I might refer to 
other high authority for similar ideas. 
Without, however, going into details in 
the discussion of this point, at present, 
or offering an opinion as to the most | 
expedient course of improvement, I will | 


just remark, that I can see no difficulty | 


in perpetuating and improving, to any 
extent, a pure indigenous breed of swing, 


provided there is sufficient scope al- 


lowed for selection. ‘The improvement | 
of some of the Highland cattle of Scot- | 
land, the Southdown sheep, and various | 
other races of animals, might be refer- 
red to in support of this theory. With 
artificial breeds, I think it would be 
more difficult. 

But to return again to the Berkshire 
swine. I have said that they are, at this 


perfection, that people frequently suffer 
animals of such inferior character to be 
imposed on them, that disappointment 
is the inevitable result. ‘This oughtnot 
so to be. People should not be led a 
stray by phantoms or names. , They 
should be able to ground their opinions 
of things on principles which constitute 
their intrinsic value. In any breed of 
animals, whatever may be the care and 
skill bestowed on them, there will always 
be produced some inferior ones, and it 
is very unwise to suppose, that merely 
because these inferior ones possess the 
general name of the variety, they are to 
be preferred to really good animals be- 
longing to other breeds, which, perhaps, 
only need the concurrence of some for- 
tunate circumstances, to raise them in 
their turn to the highest pinnacle of 
fame. 

It is not to be disguised, that though 
the breeders of Berkshire swine, at the 
| North and Easi, have sent fine enimals 

to this region of country; yet it has too 

frequently occurred, that those of the 
| very opposite character have been dis- 
rposed of among us. In fact, I have 
often seen Berkshire hogs which had 
been first purchased at a high figure, 
and then transported several hundreds 
| of miles, that were decidedly inferior to 
|hogs which might have been procured 
/in the vie inity where they were intro- 
‘duced. I have often seen pigs which 
‘had been purchased at from ten to forty 
dollars each, under the all-powerful re- 
| commendation of a name, which pds- 
| sessed scarcely a single point necessary 
|to constitute a good hog. 

I say, again, that I would not dis- 
parage the real excellence of the Berk- 
shire swine ; but I would wish people 




















time, the subjects of special favor—in | to recollect that there are other good 


fact, an excitement relative to them, of | 
little less heat than what was once) 
known as the Multicaulis fever, at this | 
time pervades the country. 

I would, by no means, be understood 
as intimating that the Berkshires are not 
a valuable breed—far from it—but so 
strong has become the passion, the ma- 
nia, to obtain this breed, which is look- 


ed upon by some as the ne plus ultra of | 





breeds, and that they should not We ‘ome 
so enamored of a name as to choose 
| animals of inferior value, when those of 
i veal excellence are within their reach. 

| In the hands of the most skillful 
| breeders, some of the Berkshires have 
attained a symmetry of form, accompa- 
nied by other good qualities, which is 
nent unexceptionable. But as we 





frequently find them, they have, like 
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other breeds, their peculiar faults. In 
the New England states, where the 
great object is to obtain ‘clear pork” 
for pickling, they are not very well 
liked by the packers. ‘They say that 
they do not * cut up” well—that there | 
is too much muscle and lean meat—that 
the fibre is often too coarse. Hence, a 
cross from the Berkshires with another 
celebrated breed, the Mackay, of which 
I shall presently speak more fully, is 
there preferred to the full-blood Berk- 
shires. Some choose the Mackay with-| 
out any Berkshire. ‘I'he Berkshires, 
have some other faults, which the judi- 














‘or Woburn 


opinion is advanced, that the different 
sorts known as Bedfords in this country, 
all originated from Parkinson’s importa- 
tion. | cannot quite accede to this opin- 
ion. 1 have known several importations 
of hogs bearing this name and possess- 
ing very similar points, made long since 
thatof Parkinson’s. And I have several 
times seen hogs which were called Bed- 
ford, that I am satisfied could only claim 
that name from having come from Bed- 
ford county, Pennsylvania, 

[ have had some experience with 
what | think may be called the Bedford 
breed. In 1828, a ship 


cious breeder will not fail to correc t, | from Liverpool brought into Boston a 
and which, I am happy to say, a few) sow said to have been of this breed. 


such breeders have already corrected. | 
‘That there is, with many of them, a 

strong tendency to coarseness of fibre, | 
I think connot be denied. ‘There is a | 
peculiar indication of this not unfre- | 
quently to be seen in the ugliness and| 
largeness of the head, and in the make| 
of the rump and hind quarter. 





rump being very much sloped, appear- | 


| 


ing as if it had been so subjected to 

ressure, as to cause the natural weight 
of this and the neighboring parts, to be | 
accumulated and developed in the outer 
and lower muscles of the hind leg— 
giving to the animal the appearance of 
what the English breeders call in cattle, 
‘‘lyrey buttocked,’’—what yankees call 
“ pumpkin buttocked”’—a defect which, 
both in hogs and cattle, my own expe- 
rience has taught should be avoided. 
Though every man who understands 
this matter, and considers fineness of| 
quality a desideratum, will, I think, 
agree with me in regard to the objection 
last named, yet it is very common to 
find those who look upon what is here 
considered a defect, as a point of the 
highest excellence. If it were not that 
I might be thought invidious, I could 
refer to some Berkshire stock in your 
vicinity and elsewhere, to which these 
objections will not apply. 

The Bedford or Woburn breed, has 
heretofore been, and is yet, considered 
one of the most useful sorts. In the 
Western Farmer and Gardener’s Alma- 
nic, under the head of this breed, the 








‘South Boston. 





pleased with them. 





| old. 





‘She was pnrehased by Mr. Stone, then 
| superintendent of the City Farm, at 
She shorily after far- 
/rowed seven pigs. Several these 
earried prizes at the Brighton Cattle 
Shows. ‘The old sow, as well as seve- 
ral of her pigs, looked as much like the 


of 


The | portrait given in the Complete Grazier 


of one of the Duke of Bedford’s swine, 
which was exhibited at one of Lord 
Somerville’s cattle shows, as could be 
well imagined, In 1830, being about to 
engage in the breeding of stock in the 
state of Maine, I purchased from Mr. 
Stone some of these pigs. [was much 
With no better 
keeping than good farmers in New 
‘ngland always give their hogs, I could, 
and did, make them weigh, on the ave- 
rage 200 lbs, (dressed,) at six months 
I killed one at eighé months old, 
which had only been fed in common 
with my store or stock hogs till within 
three weeks of the time of killing, that 
weighed 265 lbs. At sixteen or eigh- 
teen months old, they would readily 
weigh 400 to 450 lbs., and with extra 
care, many of them weighed much more. 
I crossed this stock with a sow pur- 
chased of the late’ Charles Vaughan, 
esq., of Hallowell, which was descend- 
ed from stock selected in England by 
the late Col. Wm. QO. Vaughan, as the 
Duke of Bedford’s bréed, and thought 
at that time, to be the best in the king- 
dom. These were imported, if I recol- 
lect right, in 1822. ‘Their appearance 
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corresponded with those above men- 


tioned. In 1835, 1 purchased a pair of 
Bedfords in Massachusetts, which were 
descended from stock brought to that 
state by the late Hon. Timothy Picker- 
ing, and which was for many years so 
highly celebrated in the hands of Dr. 
O. Fiske, Worcester, Mass., who bred 
the progenitors of the pair I purchased. 
The stock introduced into Massachusetts 
by Mr. Pickering, were from what is 
referred to as Parkinson’s importation, 
or as those sent to Gen. Washington 
by the Duke of Bedford. In the article 
in the Almanac, to which allusion has 
before been made, there is a quotation 
from the 14th volume of the American 
Farmer, wherein it is stated that ** Par- 
kinson’s were not Bedford pigs, but 
Berkshire,’ and that ‘it is all fudge 
about the Duke of Bedford and his 
pigs.” Now that Parkinson did really 
import Berkshire pigs, is quite probable ; 











made in the American Farmer of some 
Bedford pigs, owned by Mr. George 
Law, of Baltimore, which are of the 
family last spoken of, produced from 
stock which I sold to Mr. J. W. Haines, 
of Hallowell, Maine, of whom Mr. Law 
purchased them. Mr. Isaac Dillon, ot 
Zanesville, O., has several fine animals 
of the same stock, with a slight touch 
of the Mackay in some. He has cross- 
ed his former stock, which was good, 
with these, and the result is a great im- 
provement in the symmetry, fattening 
tendency, and quality of flesh. He has 
killed no full-bloods. 

The article quoted from the American 
Farmer, to which I have twice had oc- 
casion to refer, further says that the 
Duke of Bedford had his pigs * from 
Mr. Weston, of Sussex,’’ and were eall- 
ed ‘* Sussex hogs.’ On what authority 
this statement rests, we are not informed. 

In Young’s Survey of Essex, vol. 2, 





but that those which Mr. Pickering 
brought to Massachusetts as Bedfords, | 
were Berkshires, is, to me, quite im-| 
probable. 
retary of State under Washington, and 
on intimate terms with him, might well 
be supposed to know something about 
the matter, and his statement was, that 
the originals of the stock in question, 
were sent, to the care of Parkinson, as 
a present to Gen. Washington, by the 
Duke of Bedford. I have seen much 
of this stock in Massachusetts, and they 
certainly bore no marked resemblance 
to either the old or new Berkshires. 
The first | knew, were a good deal in- 
clined to be spotted, as the Duke’s breed 
are represented to have been; butas the 
yankees preferred white, they took pains 
to breed out the black. For killing at 
six or eight or say twelve months old, 
this particular family were equal, if not 
superior, to any variety I have ever 
seen. Three pigs of the same litter, 
killed in 1836, on the day they were 
six months old, weighed from 200 to 
237 lbs. each. As to quality of flesh, 


all the Bedfords I have tried were very 
superior—the grain of the meat was 
firm and of delicate flavor. 

Frequent mention has lately been| 





Mr. Pickering, being Sec- | 


pages 341 to 346, is a very particular 
description of a breed, accompanied by 
fine engravings of a boar and sow, be- 
longing to Mr. Western, of Felix-Hall, 
'Essex. In an extract there given from 
a letterof Mr. W.’s, to Sir John Sinelair, 
Mr. W. says of these hogs, ‘* We call 
them the Essex half-black, and I am 
inclined to think the best sorts of them 
are inferior to none in the kingdom.” 
I have not been able to find, in any 
works at hand, any account of ‘+ Mr. 
Weston of Sussex.’’ Is it not proba- 
ble that Mr. Western, of Essex, is the 
person meant? I think I have seen it 
stated in some work, that the Duke of 
Bedford did have pigs of him. Besides, 
the specific characteristics of the spotted 
Woburn breed correspond with those 
given of Mr. Western’s. What crosses 
or changes may have been made ai 
Woburn, [ cannot say. ‘Thatthe breed 
kept there has become considerably 
changed, within afew years, is probable. 
In 1836, I went a considerable distance 
to see a pair of Bedford pigs which had 
just been imported direct from the 
Duke’s seat at Woburn. I had it in 
view to make a cross from these with 
the stock I thenhad. On examination, 





I found them very different from any 
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Bedford hogs | had before seen. ‘They | 
appeared to me to have received a strong 
cross, either with the Neapolitan, or 
some Asiatic variety. ‘he sow was a 
beautiful animal, but proved barren— 
the boar 1 did not very well like, and 
did not take the cross I had intended. 
There wes a striking resemblance in| 
these pigs to the portrait given of Mr. | 
Starr's Woburn boar, in the October} 
No. of the Albany Cultivator, for the | 
present year. 

A knowledge of the facts and cir- | 
cumstances herein ‘Stated, it is hoped, | 
may aid in 
of character seen in hogs bearing the | 


name of Bedford or Woburn. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
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Silk. 


| 

The following, which we copy from | 
the New York Sunday News, will be} 
read with interest by many of our 
readers. We publish it without com-| 
ment: indeed it is unnecessary. ‘The | 
importance of the subject will duly im-| 


press itself upon the ‘attention of a nu- | 
merous class of persons in this immedi- | 
ate region, who have been extensively 
engaged the last season in growing. 
silk; also upon many others who are. 
daily communicating with us, intent on 
allinformation connected with this sub- | 
ject. Our climate is so peculiarly | 
adapted to the successful prosecution of | 
this branch of manufacture, that we an-| 
licipate ere long having to record the, 
silk businessas one of the staples of the | 
Queen City. ‘The machine spoken of | 
helow is the one advertised by Dr. | 
White in this paper, and of which a || 
correct engraving is given. [See ad- | 
vertising sheet. | | 
YANKEE LAND OUTDONE BY TENNESSEE ENTERPRISE. | 
The silk growing part of our community will | 
no doubt feel some interest in learning that Dr. | 
Thomas White, of Nashville, Tenn., has out- |; 
done all yankee land in the invention of silk 
machinery. He has brought on a machine of 
but rough construction, so perfect in its princi- 
ples and operations, that it has been awarded 
the highest premium (a gold medal,) at the late 
fair of the American Institute. 
When we take into consideration that he had 
three or four machines on which our best yan- 








| quired in reeling it. 


| daughters, 


kee skill had been brought to bear, to compete 
with, we are bound to acknowledge that success 
reflects much credit upon himself and honor 
upon the state of Tennessee. ‘The superior ex- 
cellence of his machine, consists in its finishing 
the silk in the most approved manner, either for 
the needle or loom, without subjecting it to the 
least tanglement in any of its processes; thus 
| saving a large amount of time and labor as well 
as waste of material. It performs five distinct 
rocesses, viz: reeling, winding, throwsting, tra- 
ming, and skeining or hanking the finished silk, 
all in but little more time than is commonly re- 
In fact, as Genera! Tal- 
madge declared in his address at the close of 
the Fair, “ ‘There is no silk machine equal to i+ 
neither in America nor in all Europe.” In our 
opinion this machine is destined to form a new 
era in the manufacturing of silk, that in will do 
for the whole United States, as relates to silk, 


what the cotton gin has done for the South in 


relation to the cotton business, Every true 
patriot must feel a deep and abiding interest in 
the success of the silk business in this country, 
and if he who makes two blades of grass grow 
_where only one grew before is entitled = the 
honor of being esteemed a public benefactor, 


| what shall we say of him who has simplified 


the process of manufacturing silk, so as to bring 


the art within the reach of all our wifes and 


The many samples of raw silk ex- 


‘| hibited at our fair, assures us that at no distant 
| day, we are destined to beeome a great silk 


growing nation; and with the use of such ma- 
chinery as we now have within our reach, a 
great silk manufacturing nation. ‘Those ma- 
chines may be obtained of Lyall & Lightbody, 


| machinists, Jersey City, N. J. 





Editorial Items. 


Solon Robinson, and his zealous fellow-la-. 
borers in the great cause of agricultural improve- 
ment, will most assuredly succeed, ‘They have 
succeeded—the country is aroused far and near 
_—the ball has been started into such full and 
| steady motion, that it bowls along bravely. 
| Every thing has been done that can be done 
‘towards the formation of a NaTionat Aeni- 
cutruraL Society; and the first meeting 
will be holden at Washington city, on the second 
Wednesday of the ensuing session of Congress, 
when we sincerely hope that every state in the 
Union will be fully and ably represented, At 
the preliminary meeting, held there on 4th 
September last, Solon Robinson in the chair, 
a committee was nominated to draft a constitu- 
tion, to be submitted at the December meeting. 

Of these gentlemen, we regret to say, that 
two most ably qualified to represent their re- 
spective states, inform us that they fear they 
will not have it in their power to attend in per- 
son, though they will be with usin spirit. Mr. 
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W. Neff says, after stating his doubts of being 
able to attend, * Consider the subject, and en- 
deavor to find a substitute that will do credit to 
Ohio.” We have no doubt whatever of seeing 
an able delegation from Ohio. Our spirited 
neighbor, Mr. R. H. Hendrickson, of Butler 
county, has already stated his intention of being 
there. Our own county of Hamilton, we feel 
confident, will not be behind, Ross, and the 
other counties on the Scioto, wil! sustain their 
character tor spirit and talent. Montgomery, 
Cuyahoga, &c., will all, we hope, send on dele- 
gates. We shal! endeavor to have an able repre- 
sentation nominated from Mississippi and Louis- 
iana, though they need no arousing. We regret, 
dowever, to find, in a recent letter from one 
who has proved himself an active and able 
friend of the measure, and one for whom we 
have a high esteem—M. W. Philips, of Hinds 
county, Miss., that he too fears he will not be 
able to go on to Washington. He says, “ To- 
night | received Mr. Solon Robinson’s circular, 
and with heartfelt pride I see my name as 
one of the committee to draft a constitution. 
Whether I be with the pioneers, in so glorious 
a cause, in person or not, is rather problematical ; 
but I will be in soul. May Solon Robinson 
live a thousand years in the love and memory 
of his countrymen! Like his northern winters 
and deep lakes, he holds on when he sets in, 
and no end to his depth !” 

Connected with this subject, is that of state 
agricultural societies ; and more particularly the 
one projected in this state—a report upon which 
will appear in our next number. 


We have recently made sale of two very fine 
sow pigs, thorough-bred Berkshire, between five 
and six months old, to Mr. Luther Smith, of 
Paris, Ky. Thev were two that we thought of 
keeping; and think they will do Mr. Smith’s 
piggery credit. 

We also made sale, (on account of owners,) 
of three very fine Berkshire pigs. two sows and 
a boar. to Mr. Edet Burrows, of Franklin, O. ; 
and a fine young boar, by Edward Allen’s Prince 
Albert, and out of John Allen’s Black Rose, and 
a fine sow pig, to Mr. Florent Meline, of Ham- 
ilton county, O. 

Mr. W. P. Curd, and Messrs. Richard and 
Edward Allen, of Fayette county, Ky., have 
each got out very handsome Hog Books, con- 
sisting of portraits and pedigrees of their fine 
hogs. Mr. Curd’s is a new edition of the one 
he formerly published, with additions by Foster, 
The Messrs, Allens’ is entirely a new work, got 
out under Mr, Foster’s eye, and printed in 
splendid style, by R. P. Brooks, They are got 
out for gratuitous distribution. 


Our friend, A. B. Allen, of Buffalo, has 
artived, and brought out with him from 
England. some splendid specimens of stock of 
various kinds, We hope, in our next, to be en- 
aliled to give the particulars from his own pen. 





The editor of the Bloomington (Indiana) 
Post, inquires of us in relation to a disease oc- 
casionally but too common amongst cattle in 
some regions of the West, and usually known 
as mad itch. We have seen some cases of it, 
and have by us some facts in relation to it, but 
require more ere we can answer his inquiries 
fully. We shall keep it in view. 

We have heard from but few of the Fairs 
held in various parts of Ohio and Indiana this 
fall. Why is this? It is the duty of the secre- 
tary to report to the Farmer, or to the nearest 
newspaper.— We have so often begged for this 
sort of information, that we think the least that 
the different secretaries can do, is to send it to 
us in some shape or other. Some three or four 
in Ohio, and one only, the Putnam county fair, 
in Indiana, have reported to us—the secretaries 
of those societies will please accept our thanks. 


Mr. Foster, the publisher of the Farmer, has 
recently made a purchase of the splendid itm- 
ported Berkshire boar, Newbury—certainly the 
best hog we ever saw of any breed. Numerous 
attempts have been made, by the breeders of 
this region, to procure an interest in him, as 
Mr. F. positively refuses to part with him al- 
together. Amongst others, Mr. Munson Beach 
sought to purchase an interest in him. As 





Newbury now stands in Mr. B.’s neighborhood, 
at the farm of Samuel Steddom, it may be well 
to quote Mr. B.’s opinion of him.—Mr. Beach, 
in a letter to Mr. Foster, says, “ Mr. Hutchins, 
of Illinois, was here yesterday, For the first 
time, I have had a fair description of Newbury. 
There is not a better judge of hog stock than 
Mr. H. in America; he likes Newbury very 
much.—He is a larger boar than I expected he 
was, and finer in his loin and quarters. I wish 
it was so you could send him here this fall for 
a month, it is so very troublesome taking sows 
so far. Ina letter received from Mr. Lossing, 
hesays Newbury’s pigs are as dark as Reading’s, 
&c. Of this I can only say, that those I have 
seen are not, I do not, for my own part, care 
for this, but there are those that do, particularly 
in Indiana and Illinois, where mixed breeds 
have been introduced.” 

For a hog of his enormous size, he is the 
most active and well formed we ever saw. In 
a letter written us on the subject, Mr. Richard 
Allen, of Fayette county, Ky., (of whom Mr. 
F. purchased him,) says, that “ Newbury is, I 
suppose, as good a hog, all parts combined, as 
any other of any stock. He is also very large, 
and stands perfectly straight on his feet. Those 
who have seen him think him, almost in every 
point, ahead of any other hog.” 


But really we have such a mess of pork in 
this number, that we are, for a time, complete'y 
tired of the subject; as we well know are also 
many of our readers, If they will bear with us 
this once we will promise them a greater variety 











in time to come. 
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